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island of Fernando Po, in the Gulf of Guinea, a penal station
belonging to Spain. As the Essex needed coal to continue her
voyage as ordered, and as there was none to be had at this port,
a search was made for a quantity of American coal known to
have been landed there during the summer of 1860. This fact
was recalled from recollection of a conversation between the flag-
officer and Lieutenant Commander W. E. LeEoy, overheard by
chance at Loando. The flag-officer desired to know the cause
of LeRoy's delay in reaching Loando, and his explanation that
he felt it his duty to remain for a few days at Fernando Po to
hasten the discharge of the coal-ship to avoid demurrage charges.

It happened that Jack Savage, the head krooman of the Essex,
had served with LeRoy at that time, and when he was asked if
he knew where this coal had been landed, piloted the commander
and chief engineer to the spot. As the vessels of the African
squadron had returned home very shortly after this, it was be-
lieved that enough coal remained to supply the Essex. This
proved to be true, the coal being on the exact spot and easily
discovered in a mound overgrown with vegetation and covered
with a foot or more of soil. The pile was uncovered, and there
were found several hundred tons of excellent anthracite coal in
splendid preservation, from which the Essex's bunkers were
filled. Subsequent use of this coal indicated that it was splen-
did steaming coal., and that, covered over as it had been for so
many years, it had suffered in no degree any appreciable loss of
efficiency. This "find" relieved the situation of affairs and re-
moved all embarrassment that would have attended further cruis-
ing through a region of light airs and strong currents.

Investigation disclosed the fact that the consular agent at
Fernando Po had been directed to sell this coal when the station
was abandoned at the close of the Civil "War, but as no purchasers
wanted the coal used only by the American Navy, the pile ap-
peared to have been forgotten and had lain there practically
abandoned, with all record of the amount lost and even the
whereabouts of the pile unknown. It was thought to be so val-
uable to American vessels visiting the port that orders were given
to the consular agent withdrawing orders to dispose of it. The
department at "Washington was informed of the action taken with
regard to it.
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